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Cultural heritage protection and preservation -  
primarily national / local competence  

EU role in the EU Treaty:  
ÅArticle 3.3 TEU ñThe Union shall...ensure that Europeôs 

cultural heritage  is safeguarded  and enhanced ò 

ÅArticle 167 TFEU "..the Union shalléencourag [e] cooperation 
between Member States andésupport éand supplement étheir 
action in theéconservation and safeguarding of cultural 
heritage of European significance  
 

Heritage ï competence, Treaty  
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 Belgium 2010 ï Bruges           

 

Lithuania 2013 ï Vilnius                     

 

 Greece 2014 -  Athens               

 

Italy 2014 ï Turin                               

 

 Latvia 2015 -  Riga  

        

Heritage -   
Presidency Priority  

ÅCultural Heritage: a resource for 
Europe. The benefits of interaction  

ÅCultural heritage and the EU2020 
strategy ï towards an integrated 
approach  

ÅHeritage First! Towards a common 
approach for a sustainable Europe  

ÅHeritage Commons: Towards a 
participative heritage governance in 
the third millennium  

ÅHeritage contemporary architecture 
and design in interaction  
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Heritage ï EU policy  

May 2014 Council Conclusions on 
cultural heritage as a strategic 
resource for a sustainable Europe  

Å strategic  approach to cultural 
heritage  

Å heritage at the heart  of the EU 
project  

Å contribution to Europe 2020 
strategy goals  

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/doc/srv?l=EN&f=ST%209129%202014%20INIT 
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July 2014 policy communication 
Towards an integrated approach 
to cultural heritage for Europe  

+ mapping report  

Å how heritage benefits EU , 
intrinsically & economically  

Å how EU  policies & programmes  
can benefit heritage   

 Heritage ï EU policy  

 

http://eur -lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2014:477:FIN 

http://ec.europa.eu/culture/library/reports/2014-heritage-mapping_en.pdf 
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Heritage  
not just about 
the past  

Heritage can speak to contemporary needs 
and concerns, generate innovation, and 
support the flourishing of cultural and 
creative sector  

Promotes smart, sustainable and inclusive 
growth  
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Integrated approach is not a choiceé it  is a need  

Resource management 

Environmental ecosystem  

Research 

Cultural ecosystem  

Cultural dialogue 
/ǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ κ {a9Ωǎ 

Training and 
Skills 

Traditional knowledge 
+ Skills 

Environment 

Citizenship: Involvement  and 
participation 

Intercultural dialogue 

Audience development 
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WORK PLAN FOR CULTURE  
2015 - 2018  

ÅAdopted in November 2014 by the Council  

Å4 key priorities :  
ºA. Accessible and inclusive culture  

ºB. Cultural Heritage  

ºC. Cultural and creative sectors: creative economy 
and innovation  

ºD. Promotion of cultural diversity, culture in EU 
external relations and mobility  

ºCultural statistics as a cross - sectoral  priority  
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The new Work Plan on Culture 2015 - 2018  

ÅTwo sub - themes on heritage policies:  

Å1) participatory governance  for cultural heritage (2015 -
2016)  

Å2) heritage skills, training and knowledge transfer  
(2017 -2018)  

 

Å+ 2 Studies:  

ÅRisk assessment and prevention  for safeguarding cultural 
heritage from the effects of natural disasters and threats 
caused by human action (2016)  

ÅIllicit trafficking  in cultural objects (2016).  
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1 st  tool -  The Open Method of 
Coordination  

Objectives:  

º to foster an exchange of best practice between 
Member -States with a view to improve policy -making;  

º to structure cooperation around key priorities.  

When is it used?   

º In policy areas where the EU has few or no legislative 
competences (some areas of employment, 
environment, education etc.).  

ºVoluntary participation and reporting by MS; no 
benchmarks nor indicators.  
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How does the OMC  work concretely?  
 

ºOMC working groups are composed of and 
chaired by experts nominated by the EU Member -
States;   

ºMember State experts are, as a rule, civil 
servants/policy makers, academics or key 
stakeholders in the field of culture.   

ºThe  European Commission (DG EAC Unit D1) 
ensures the Secretariat.  

ºEach OMC working group meets 3 or 4 times a 
year and lasts for up to two (2) years.  

ºEach  OMC group has to deliver a concrete output 
(e.g. a policy manual, a good practice handbook).  

ºThe output of each OMC group is widely 
disseminated by the European Commission and 
the EU MS.  


