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Recent developments on  
heritage policies at EU level  



24 September 2015 

Heritage ï EU policy  

ÅMay 2014 Council Conclusions on cultural heritage 

as a strategic resource for a sustainable Europe  

ÅJuly 2014 Commission Communication Towards an 

integrated approach to cultural heritage for Europe  

ÅNovember 2014 Council Conclusions on 

participatory governance of cultural heritage  

ÅNovember 2014  Workplan for Culture 2015 -2018  

ÅApril 2015  Opinion of the Committee of the Regions 

ñTowards an integrated approach to cultural heritage 

for Europeò 

ÅSeptember 2015  Resolution of the European 

parliament Towards an integrated approach to 

cultural heritage for Europe   



EP Resolution September 201 5  
ÅIntegrated approach  and mainstreaming  

ÅEuropean Year of Heritage  

ÅQuality  of EU funded restoration projects  

ÅReconsider Euro 5 million  ceiling for small -scale cultural infrastructure projects and adapt 

project management timing  

ÅFramework of participatory governance  and fiscal incentives  

ÅContribution of heritage to economic and social development , EU 2020  strategy and the 

Junker investment plan  

ÅCulture statistics , impact  indicators  and benchmarks  

ÅCulture and Millennium development goals  

ÅñAsks that a policy framework  be set out for the historic environment ï known as 

immovable heritage ï in the near future, containing a regulatory framework for monuments, 

archaeology and historic landscapes in line with Article 4 TFEU ò. 

 

Å   3 
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ÅApril 2015 Resolution of the European Parliament on 
the destruction of cultural sites perpetrated by 
ISIS/Da'esh  

ÅJuly 2015 Public Hearing at the European parliament: 
Destruction and trafficking of cultural heritage  

ÅSeptember 2015 (EP Resolution) Stronger commitment 
to prevent, protect, document and restore cultural 
heritage and prevent illicit trafficking  
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Belgium 2010 ï Bruges           

Lithuania 2013 ï Vilnius                     

Greece 2014 -  Athens               

Italy 2014 ï Turin                               

Latvia 2015 -  Riga  

Luxembourg 2015 -   Luxembourg  

        

Heritage -   
EU Presidencies  

ÅCultural Heritage: a resource for 
Europe. The benefits of interaction  

ÅCultural heritage and the EU2020 
strategy ï towards an integrated 
approach  

ÅHeritage First! Towards a common 
approach for a sustainable Europe  

ÅHeritage Commons: Towards a 
participative heritage governance in 
the third millennium  

ÅHeritage contemporary architecture 
and design in interaction  

ÅLuxembourg: Culture and 
development: towards a more 
strategic approach to cultural policies 
in the EU's external relations  



24 September 2015 

The new Work Plan on Culture 2015 - 2018  
Å Heritage is one of the 4 Priorities  

Å Two sub - themes:  

Å 1) participatory governance  for cultural 
heritage (2015 -2016)  

Å 2) heritage skills, training and 
knowledge transfer  (2017 -2018)  

Å + 2 Studies:  

ÅRisk assessment and prevention  for 
safeguarding cultural heritage from the effects 
of natural disasters and threats caused by 
human action (2016)  

ÅIllicit trafficking  in cultural objects (2016).  
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OMC WG on  
participatory governance for cultural heritage  

Å Mandate : Identification of innovative approaches  to the 
multilevel governance  of tangible, intangible and digital heritage 
which involve the public sector, private stakeholders and the civil 
society. Cooperation between different levels of governance  
and policy areas will be addressed.  

Å Instruments and working methods : Experts will map and 
compare  public policies at national and regional level to identify 
good practices also in cooperation with existing heritage 
networks.  

Å Target outputs and timeline : 2015 -2016 -  Manual of good 
practice for policy makers and cultural heritage institutions.  

24 EU MS + Norway  

Chair: Sweden  



Renewed Structured Dialogue with 
civil society  

Two complementary strands:  

º the European Culture Forums (Next in 26 -27 November 2015);  

º the Civil Society Culture Platforms: the Voice of Culture:  

 

Å Brainstorming Sessions involving a variety of stakeholders, to be 
identified for topics to be discussed each year.  

 

Å 2015 topics (related to the OMC groups):  

º Audience development via digital means (brainstorming 18 -19 
June, Amsterdam, NL)  

º Participatory governance of cultural heritage (2 -3 July, Florence 
IT)  



Horizon 2020  

The EU Framework Programme for Research and 
Innovation, with nearly ú80 billion 2014 -  2020.  

Heritage - related research and innovation will be 
available under all three pillars of the programme: 
excellent science, industrial leadership, and societal 
challenges.  

Several lines of actions for Heritage have been 
recently anticipated in the new call 2016 -2017 
ñInclusive, innovative and reflective societiesò 
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Cohesion policy  

 

Å Member States have chosen to invest in culture . 

Å The majority of Member States have identified the 
cultural and creative sectors as priorities  

Å Heritage is the most prominent cultural sector, in 
relation to the thematic objective 6 ñenvironmentò 

Å ú4.77 billion for the protection of cultural heritage 
in the ERDF versus ú3.2 billion in the previous 
programming period.  
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Date: in 12 pts 

Evidence - based policy making  

Strong political commitment (from 1995 EU Council Resolution to 2015 EP 
Resolution)  
 

ÅFirst European working group  on cultural statistics (1997)  

ÅPocket book  on cultural statistics (2007, 2011)  

ÅESSnet culture  project working group (2009): report (published 2012)  

 

2015  
ÅRelaunch WG on cultural statistics  in 2015  
ÅFeasibility study on data collection and analysis in the CCS' in the EU in 

2015  
ÅCultural Heritage Counts for Europe  
ÅJRC indicator on creative cities  



Date: in 12 pts  

ESTAT -  Work plan 2015 -  2016  

ÅDissemination of available data (Employment and 
International trade in cultural goods)  

Producing/updating data on a permanent basis  

ÅRe - launch of the Culture Statistics Working Group  

ÅDissemination and awareness raising  

Statistic explained  

Visibility on Internet  

ÅIdentification of challenges and possible solutions for the 
production of continuative cultural statistics in the fields of:  

Enterprises in cultural sector  

Participation  

Expenditure  

International trade in cultural services  

ÅNew edition of the Pocketbook  



Date: in 12 pts  

First results  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database  

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database


Date: in 12 pts  

Work plan (from 2016 onwards)  

ÅCreation of indicators  to measure the impact 
of culture on the economy at a pan EU level (for 
the moment no  calculation of the GDP/VA)  
 

ÅDevelopment of satellite accounts  
 

ÅRegular  production of updated statistics  
 

ÅUse of additional data sources  



Key challenges for Heritage  

ÅBusiness: difficult to differentiate heritage - related 
activities in the ñArchitectureò domain 

Å Economic activity data are n ot available for Cultural 

Heritage, Archives and Libraries and Performing Arts  (no 

NACE 90 -  91 in SBS -  as from 2018  will be included)  

ÅEmployment: NACE 910 (Libraries, archives, museums and 
other cultural activities) includes (9104 Botanical and 
zoological gardens and nature reserves activities)  

ÅNot all heritage related enterprises register to NACE 9103 
(Operation of historical sites and buildings and similar visitor 
attractions).  
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Date: in 12 pts 

 

Feasibility study on data collection and  
analysis in the CCSôs in the EU  

Creative Europe Art. 15.2  -  "feasibility study exploring the possibility 

of collecting and analysing data in the cultural and creative sectors other 
than the audio -visual sectorò 

Contribute to the development of cultural policies  at EU 
and national levels;  

Qualitative and quantitative performance  of the 
Creative Europe Programme;  

Quality  standards and accessibility  to the data produced 
by projects funded under the Creative Europe Programme.  



Date: in 12 pts 

Alternative data  

ÅAdministrative sources 

(Ministry records)  

ÅBusiness registers  

ÅRights management bodies and 

unions  

ÅProfessional associations  

ÅñBig dataò providers 

ÅCultural Observatories (EGMUS)  

Limits:  

ÅGeographical coverage  

ÅQuality standards  

Å Lack of comparability  

ÅAccess costs  


