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Population:    3 million 

Land mass:    2 million hectares 

20% speak Welsh



















Cadw vision: 

‘an accessible, well protected historic 
environment’ 

‘people enjoying and using the 
monuments’



Current issues: 

*  Inaccessibility of sites - conservation, 
logistics of access, awareness 

*  Dated and intellectually daunting 
interpretation 

*  Insufficient provision for family visit



Current issues:

*  Unappealing visitor environment 
*  Insufficient interpretation of the Welsh 

perspective/s 
*  Over-focus on facts and powerful 

people







Interpretation Planning:
The Historic Environment of Wales

Statement of Significance & Interpretation Framework

St David’s Bishop’s Palace Date of Visit 04.07.07

Part 1: Summary Overview

Overview
St Davids Bishop’s Palace is a building of exceptional architectural quality and historical

significance. Interpretative provision is already high - the extent of covered space has

allowed the installation of two exhibitions that explore its history, architecture and role of the

bishops, and more recently a new exhibition has been installed to explain the recent

conservation works. There is also an excellent guidebook. However, the exhibitions are

beginning to date and visitor welcome and orientation, as well as opportunities for active

learning, need to be reconsidered.

Although situated within the City of St David’s, the most prominent tourist destination in

Pembrokeshire, the monument has seen a considerable decline in visitor figures over the last

10 years. It also experiences a high proportion of ‘turn-away’ visitors – those who find their

way to the entrance but do not actually come in – and receives very few school visits. It has,

however, been recently subject to a high level of investment in detailed conservation. The

challenge therefore is to match this investment with a return to higher visitor figures and a

more prominent role in the community life of St Davids.



Key themes: 

*  Key theme 1:  History happened here - key 
archaeological or historical period or event 
significant to the development of the 
property or surrounding geographical area 

*  Key theme 2:  I lived here - the stories of 
people, either known individuals or those 
whose lives can be traced through the 
archaeological and/or architectural record



Key themes:

*  Key theme 3:  Look here - challenging
visitors to look and ask questions of the
archaeological, architectural and landscape
evidence 

*  Key theme 4:  We care - helping people
value their heritage and the role of
conservation
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