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Fin al Re co m m e n datio n s  

 

 

We, the EHHF, meeting together in Copenhagen on 29-30  May 2008, welcome and 

agree the following initiatives, statements and actions: 

 

 

A FUTURE OF EH H F 

The secretariat of the EHHF has been managed for the last 3 years by the UK, as agreed 

in 2006.  It has been agreed that in the future the secretariat will be managed by 3 

countries working together on a 3 year rotating basis.   

The first 3 years will be: 

2009 Austria/ Slovakia 

2010  France 

2011 The Netherlands 

At the 2009 meeting, when Austria/ Slovakia retire, another country should volunteer 

for the secretariat and to host the 2012 meeting. 

 

The tripartite secretariat will be responsible for the organisation of annual meetings, 

circulation of information to EHHF members, following-up actions agreed by the 

EHHF, maintaining the EHHF website and upholding the original purpose for the 

informal meeting of the heads of the heritage agencies of Europe to: 

• Exchange experience, ideas and best practice 

• Strengthen and support existing networks dealing with heritage and tourism 

• Carry out specific agreed actions 

 

B The  EUROPEAN H ERITAGE LABEL 

We welcomed the opportunity to gain a further understanding of this initiative from 

France and will brief our ministers accordingly.  

 

C H EREIN 

We are deeply encouraged by the continuing developments in the HEREIN project and 

support the steps being taken by France to establish an independent AISBL (legal 

Belgian association) to continue this valuable work in partnership with the Council of 

Europe, and if possible, the European Commission/ Union.  Individual agencies will 

support this work as appropriate. 

 

D The  EUROPEAN H ERITAGE LEGAL FORUM 

We welcome the proposal for the creation of a EUROPEAN HERITAGE LEGAL FORUM 

(EHLF), per appended proposal and individual members will indicate to Norway 

whether they are willing to participate in the information-sharing process.  

 
 

EHHF Secretariat, c/o English Heritage, 1 Waterhouse Square, 132 – 142 Holborn, London EC1N 2ST 
tel: +44 (0) 20 7973 3849     email: secretariat@ehhf.net 
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E CLIMATE CH ANGE AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY  

We welcome the proposal to establish a network to share experience and expertise in 

addressing these key challenges and will consider the Danish report after it has been 

finalised in the autumn. The recommendations of this report will be looked at in detail 

at the next meeting (2009).  We strongly support the charter for careful energy 

improvements of historic buildings, as appended here below, as proposed by Denmark. 

 

F ILLEGAL ARCH AEOLOGY 

Agree to take action to attempt to encourage ebay to adopt the German initiative across 

Europe adopting the following statement: 

 

At the third annual meeting of the European Heritage Heads Forum, held in 
Copenhagen on 29-30 May 2008, the members present discussed with grave concern 
the issue of illegal archaeology. In particular it was noted that the trade in 
archaeological material acquired from illegal excavations was to a large extent 
apparently dependent on unrestricted use of Internet auction sites. Members noted the 
considerable progress that has been made in limiting this trade in Germany where an 
agreement has been reached with eBay Germany to ensure that archaeological 
material is only offered for sale if its legal provenance can be proved. The basic 
principle agreed with eBay Germany states that: 
 

“It is forbidden to offer archaeological finds on eBay, unless the seller is in 
possession of documents which comply with the regulations of the governing 
bodies shown here < link to administrative information>. The documents must 
be displayed in the offer and must be easily legible. 
The decision whether offers are in accordance with this basic principle lies 
entirely with eBay.” 

 
The European Heritage Heads Forum warmly welcomes this important initiative, and 
calls on eBay to adopt the same principle on all its European sites, and to open 
discussions immediately with the relevant heritage agencies about developing 
appropriate mechanisms to monitor how this principle can be applied on each of its 
sites.   
 

 
 

EHHF Secretariat, c/o English Heritage, 1 Waterhouse Square, 132 – 142 Holborn, London EC1N 2ST 
tel: +44 (0) 20 7973 3849     email: secretariat@ehhf.net 



 APPENDIX 2

 

 

European Charter for Careful Energy Improvement of Historic Buildings 
 
 
This Charter is intended to provide a set of important principles for decision making in 
relation to [climate change] and energy improvement of historic building in Europe  
 
The historic environment is central to Europe’s cultural heritage and sense of identity 
and hence a resource that should be sustained for the benefit of present and future 
generations.  
 
With this Charter [EHHF] is expressing its support to political aims among European 
Governments to cut down on carbon and improve energy efficiency and at the same 
time underlining the importance of keeping exemptions from requirements of Directive 
2002/91 in relation to historic buildings.  
 
Important principles are:  
 

1. Before considering any alteration in historic buildings there should be conducted 
a an in depth study of the building including external features, spaces, internal 
layout and internal features as well as details, such as ceiling decorations. 

2. The effect of the planned energy improvement should be calculated and 
alternatives should be investigated in order to balance the need for building 
conservation and energy conservation.  

3. Principles of minimum intervention should be in use in order to sustain the 
historic environment 

4. Priority should be given to further collaboration among the European Countries in 
relation to careful energy improvement of historic buildings (i.e. buildings before 
1950, or as defined by national legislation). Such collaboration should include 
exchange of best practises, case studies and research as well as exchange of 
information on this important issue. 

5. Priority should also be given to further collaboration between heritage authorities 
and energy authorities, advisors, producers and research institution in order to 
stress the importance of the historic environment and to provide tools, products 
and instruments addressing the particular constructions, features and materials 
of historic houses.  
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