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Grave-robber using a metal-detector
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The destruction of archaeological substance: 

the late Roman burgus of Asperden
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Roman gaming-tower from Froitzheim: 

a turning-point in the public debate



Danger through the publication 

of geographical information?
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pre-1983: 

co-ordinates published

post-1985: 

only archive number

Comparison of finds‘ reports in the Bonner Jahrbücher



„Bayernviewer-Denkmal“: 

The Bavarian monument database online
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Dealing with metal-searchers
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Former robber as 

voluntary worker on an 

archaeological 

excavation 

(Kalkar, 2005)



Confiscated utensils of a robber: 

detector and map of archaeological sites
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Confiscated finds of a robber (selection)
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From the monitoring van: 

observation of a  30 m long robber-tunnel in Frechen 
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Ready for transport: 

sand-bags from a robber-tunnel in Frechen
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A robber‘s finds : documentation by the police 

after a renewed house-search
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eBay.de: sale of Roman fibulae without a 

known provenance (May 2008)
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eBay.de/.at/.ch: 

Future „Policy“ for archaeological finds
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Es ist verboten, archäologische Funde bei eBay anzubieten, es sei denn, 

dass der Anbieter über Dokumente verfügt, die den hier < Link zur 

Behördeninfo – AboutMe Page > aufgeführten Anforderungen der 

Aufsichtsbehörden genügen. Die Dokumente müssen im Angebot abgebildet 

und gut leserlich sein.

Die Entscheidung, ob Angebote mit diesem Grundsatz im Einklang stehen, 

liegt allein bei eBay.

Grundsatzpapier 

It is forbidden to offer archaeological finds on eBay, unless the seller is in 

possession of documents which comply with the regulations of the governing 

bodies shown here < link to administrative information – AboutMe Page >. 

The documents must be displayed in the offer and must be easily legible.

The decision whether offers are in accordance with this basic principle lies 

entirely with eBay.

Basic principle



Offer to museums in Germany:  

The case of the Astronomical Disc from Nebra 
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Purchases by museums in Germany: 

The case of the „Berlin“ gold cone
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„Berlin“ gold coneAvanton/F, Etzelsdorf/D, Schifferstadt/D
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