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“There are no ruins in Iceland...” 
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The seafront wall dated to the early 20th century 
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Glaumbær in the north of 
Iceland 

 

Gamli bær in Hólar in Hjaltadal 
in the north of Iceland 
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...the humble turf house was a sign of poverty, barbarism and backwardness.  



What can we do about it?  
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 Educational projects in 
collaboration with 
primary schools and the 
Reykjavík City Museum.  

 Funded by various 
private and state 
institutions. 

 Recreated archaeological 
site in a box was brought 
into the classroom.   



The main goal 

To educate and inform 
young people about the 
Icelandic archaeological 
heritage and 
archaeological practices 

 

Participation  

Discovering  

Cataloguing 

Interpreting  

Presenting   
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Uncovering History  



Community-based 
archaeology 

Diverse assignments. 
Most of the work took 
place outside in the 
vicinity of the school. 

 

Participation  

Discovering  

Cataloguing 

Interpreting  
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Digging the mound 



Public outreach 
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 The aim is to raise 
awareness and inform 
the public about 
archaeological heritage in 
Iceland.  

 7 grades 

 139 pupils 

 Age: 11-12 and 17-18   

 



Survey - Preliminary results 
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What comes to mind when you hear the words archaeological remains?  



Is archaeology important? 
Why?/Why not?  

Do you want to know more about 
archaeolgy? Why?/Why not? 
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 No, because I don’t go to 
museums.  

 Yes, in order to understand the 
future we must understand the 
past. 

 Yes, because they can mean 
something. 

 Yes, because without them we 
wouldn’t know so much about 
things. 

 

 Yes, because I don’t want to be 
stupid. 

 Yes, because my great 
grandfather was an 
archaeologist.  

 No, I find it useless 
information. 

 Yes, because it can be 
interesting, but also incredibly 
boring.  
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Few answers from pupils, aged 11-12 



P H O T O S  
©  S K A G A F J O R D U R  H E R I T A G E  M U S E U M  

©  R E Y K J A V I K  C I T Y  M U S E U M  
©  M E N N T U N  O G  M I N J A R  

© A N T I K V A  E H F .  
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Takk fyrir 

Sólrún Inga Traustadóttir archaeologist 


