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History (se e  handbook for de tails)

1984 Franc e

“Histo ric a l Mo nume nt Ope n Da y”

1985 Gre nade  -  Spain

2nd  Euro pe a n Co nfe re nc e  o f Ministe rs 

re spo nsib le  fo r the  Arc hite c tura l He rita g e

“Pro mo tio n o f the  a rc hite c tura l he rita g e  in so c io - 
c ultura l life  a nd  a  fa c to r in the  q ua lity o f life ”

1987 the  Nethe rlands

1988 Swe de n & Malta

1989 Be lgium

1990 De nmark – Sc otland & Turke y

2009 49 state s, partie s of the  Counc il of Europe ’s Europe an Cultural 

Conve ntion



Coordination

- At re gional and loc al le ve l

- At national le ve l

g o ve rnme nt

NGO’ s

p riva te  b o d y o r fo und a tio n

- At Europe an le ve l: Counc il of Europe  and EC with

1991 – 1993 :  Stic hting  Ope n Mo nume nte nd a g  – the  Ne the rla nd s

1994 – 2000 :  King  Ba ud o uin Fo und a tio n – Be lg ium

2001 – 2005 :  Ce ntro  Na tio na l d e  Cultura  – Po rtug a l

2006 – 2007 :  Euro pa  No stra

2008 – :  Co unc il o f Euro pe



Coordination

- At re gional and loc al le ve l

The  re a l o rg a nise rs a nd  vo lunte e rs in c ha rg e  o f a ll a spe c ts o f p re pa ring  

a nd  e la b o ra ting  the  pro g ra mme , c o a c hing  the  pub lic  a nd  re po rting  

to  the  na tio na l c o o rd ina tio n.

- At national le ve l

1. inte rfa c e  b e twe e n lo c a l p la ye rs a nd  Euro p e a n c o o rd ina tio n

2. d e c id ing  a nd  d o c ume nting  na tio na l the me

3. o rg a nising  info rma tio n me e ting s

4. p o o ling  o f re so urc e s

5. c o nte nts & to o ls fo r lo c a l p la ye rs

6. p ro mo tio nc a mpa ig ns

7. ye a rly  Euro pe a n me e ting  o f na tio na l c o o rd ina to rs



Common Europe an princ iple s

- a  we e ke nd / d a y in Se pte mb e r

- o pe ning  b uild ing s a nd  site s, usua lly c lo se d  to  the  pub lic

- fre e  o f c ha rg e

- e nc o ura g e  pa rtic ipa tio n o f yo ung  pe o p le

- Euro pe a n He rita g e  Da ys lo g o  & fla g

- Euro p e  a  c o mmo n he rita g e

- Euro p e a n c o he re nc y & re g io na l fle xib ility



Frame work Conve ntion on the  value  of 

Cultural He ritage  for Soc ie ty

Ente rs into  fo rc e  whe n 10 me mb e r sta te s o f the  Co unc il o f Euro pe  
ha ve  ra tifie d  the  Co nve ntio n. Up  till no w 9 d id !

Se c tion II. Contribution of c ultural he ritage  to soc ie ty and human 

de ve lopme nt

Artic le  7 – Cultura l he rita g e  a nd  d ia lo g ue

Artic le  8 – Enviro nme nt, he rita g e  a nd  q ua lity o f life

Artic le  9 – Susta ina b le  use  o f the  c ultura l he rita g e

Artic le  10 – Cultura l he rita g e  a nd  e c o no mic  a c tivity

Se c tion III. Share d re sponsibility for c ultural he ritage  and public  

partic ipation

Artic le  11 – The  o rg a nisa tio n o f p ub lic  re sp o nsib ilitie s fo r c ultura l 
he rita g e

Artic le  12 – Ac c e ss to  c ultura l he rita g e  a nd  d e mo c ra tic  pa rtic ipa tio n

Artic le  13 – Cultura l he rita g e  a nd  kno wle d g e

Artic le  14 – Cultura l he rita g e  a nd  info rma tio n so c ie ty



20 ye ars EHD in Be lgium

Opinion poll, done  by IPSOS, among 2100 pe rsons in Wallonia , 

Brusse ls and Flande rs in 2008

Co nc lusio n: stro ng  b ra nd  with ve ry po sitive  ima g e

90% kno ws EHD

82% o f the se  jud g e  EHD a s a  po sitive  initia tive

32% o f the se  ha ve  visite d  a t le a st o ne  site

a mo ng  the m the  a g e g ro up  18-34 is und e rwe ig he d

a mo ng  the m hig he r le ve l o f fo rma l e d uc a tio n is o ve rwe ig he d

35% a re  a wa re  o f a  Euro pe a n c o nte xt

visits ta ke  pre fe ra b ly p la c e  in the  imme d ia te  ne ig hb o urho o d  
(a ve ra g e  10 kilo me te rs)

ma in a ttra c to rs 

o ppo rtunity to  se e  mo nume nt tha t is usua lly no t o pe n to  the  
pub lic

b e ing  sho wn ro und  b y a  g uid e



EHD in Be lgium

Brusse ls – the me  : Expo 58

(be fore  and afte r – re pre se ntative  for the  20 ye ars afte r  

Se c ond World War)

61 site s a nd  153 e ve nts

20 e xtra  site s fo r the  20th a nnive rsa ry

Flande rs – the me  : 20th c e ntury monume nts

600 site s a nd  510 e ve nts

500 000 visits

230 o ut o f 308 Fle mish munic ip a litie s p a rtic ip a te d

Wallonia  – the me  : He ritage  and c ulture

700 site s

368 000 visits



He ritage  and dialogue  (Brusse ls, 2008)

He ritage

- is a  me d ia to r

- p ro vid e s e mo tio na l e xpe rie nc e s

- c o nne c ts pe o p le

- sup p o rts id e ntity

- sto re s & tra nsmits me mo ry

- is c o nte ste d

- is a lwa ys pre se nt



Europe an strate gy for the  c oming ye ars

Pre mise s

1. jo int initia tive  Co unc il o f Euro pe  & Euro pe a n Co mmissio n 
(50% /  50%)

2. se c re ta ria t o f Co unc il o f Euro pe  is in c ha rg e  o f the  ste e ring  a nd  
c o o rd ina tio n o n Euro pe a n le ve l

3. g iving  c o nc re te  e xp re ssio n to  the  princ ip le s a ffirme d  b y the  
Fa ro  Fra me wo rk Co nve ntio n

4. inno va ting  initia tive s in the  a re a  o f re a d ing / inte rpre ting  a nd   
c o mmunic a ting  he rita g e

5. we b site  = link b e twe e n na tio na l initia tive s a nd  se c re ta ria t o f 
Co unc il o f Euro pe

6. Se p te mb e r

7. a  se pa ra te  me e ting  o f na tio na l c o o rd ina to rs is no  lo ng e r 
fina nc ia lly p o ssib le



Europe an strate gy for the  c oming ye ars

Purpose

A c o mmo n Euro p e a n re fle xio n o n:

he rita g e  c o mmunity

rig ht to  he rita g e

a d d e d  va lue  fo r inte rc ultura l d ia lo g ue  a nd  susta ina b le  

d e ve lo p me nt

ra ising  a wa re ne ss

stimula ting  d yna mism

Que stions

pre se nc e  o f EHHF me mb e rs?

c o o rg a nising  with EHHF me mb e rs?

inte re st o f na tio na l o rg a nise rs o f EHD?

ho w to  ma tc h hig hly visio na ry a p pro a c h a nd  ne e d  fo r p ra c tic a l 

re c ip e s?



Europe an strate gy for the  c oming ye ars

Ne w initiative s

1. Ye arly Europe an He ritage  Forum

2008, Brusse ls     = He rita g e  a nd  Dia lo g ue

2009, Ljub lja na   = He rita g e  a nd  Cre a tivity & Inno va tio n

2010, ?  =  He rita g e  a nd  Pro spe rity (t.b .c .)

Spe ake rs

sta te  o f the  a rt in the ir fie ld

Partic ipants

institutio na l o rg a nisa tio ns

he a d s o f c ulture / he rita g e

he rita g e  pro fe ssio na ls

na tio na l c o o rd ina to rs



Europe an strate gy for the  c oming ye ars

Ne w initiative s

2. Supranational initiative  with the  visual me dia

o ppo rtunity: EHD

a im: re a lise  sho rt d o c ume nta rie s fo r e a sy e xc ha ng e  via  inte rne t 

site  a nd  a t the  d ispo sa l o f the  d iffe re nt na tio na l te le visio n 

b ro a d c a ste rs

sta rt-up  o f a  p ilo t-p ro je c t

re sult: hig hlig hting  c o mmo n Euro pe a n he rita g e

3. End 2009

jub ile e  pub lic a tio n a b o ut 25 ye a rs o f EHD, und e r p re pa ra tio n b y 

Euro p a  No stra

4. Me e ting of national c oordinators e nd-on with annual forum



Conc lusion and e valuation EHD 2008 

(Counc il of Europe ) and of my que stioning (May 2009)

1. He ritage

b uilt he rita g e  a s we ll a s la nd sc a pe s & a rc he o lo g ic a l site s

ta ng ib le  a s we ll a s inta ng ib le

2. Organize r

d ire c tly invo lve d  ministrie s a nd  the ir d e pa rtme nts, a g e nc ie s, 
insp e c tio n (Culture , Enviro nme nt, Ed uc a tio n, To urism, Fo re ig n 
Affa irs, Co mmunic a tio n)

fo und a tio ns, NGO’ s, c o mmitte e s with fo rma l o r info rma l a ppro va l 
a nd  suppo rt o f pub lic  a utho ritie s

3. The me

no  jo int Euro pe a n the me

2014. First Wo rld  Wa r?

4. Partic ipation and atte ndanc e

the  g re a te st o ne  d a y/ we e ke nd  c ultura l e ve nt in Euro pe

c ha lle ng e : a ttra c ting  the  yo ung e r g e ne ra tio n

c ha lle ng e : hig hlig hting  d ive rsity to  stimula te  d ia lo g ue

c ha lle ng e : c re a ting  pe rma ne nt to o ls fo r re info rc ing  a wa re ne ss 
thro ug ho ut the  ye a r



Conc lusion and e valuation EHD 2008 

(Counc il of Europe ) and of my que stioning (May 2009)

5. Young pe ople

a  lo t o f e ne rg y spe nt o n spe c ific  p ro g ra mme s

Inte rna tio na l Pho to g ra phy Expe rie nc e  o f Mo nume nts re ma ins suc c e sful

vita l fo r g ua ra nte e ing  future  suc c e ss o f EHD

6. Financ ing

na tio na l, re g io na l, lo c a l: g re a t va rie ty

a b so lute  ne e d  fo r po litic a l a nd  fina nc ia l suppo rt

Be lg ium: impo rta nt e xtra  c o ntrib utio n to  the  o rg a nisa tio n o f the first 
Euro p e a n He rita g e  Fo rum

tha nks to  ma ssive  c o mmitme nt o f vo lunte e rs (a c tive  c itize nship )

7. Visibility of Europe

the  lo g o  a nd  the  fla g  a re  the  mo st ta ng ib le  links

the me s a re  re g io na l/ na tio na l

Euro pe a n le a fle t b y the  Co unc il o f Euro pe

Euro p e a n He rita g e  Fo rum

we b site : www.e hd .c o e .int, e ma il: je p -e hd @ c o e .int



Conc lusion and e valuation EHD 2008 

(Counc il of Europe ) and of my que stioning (May 2009)

8. Me dia

sympa the tic  a nd  spo nta ne o us me d ia c o ve ra g e

g ro wing  influe nc e  o f inte rne t/ we b site s

ve ry little  tra nsb o rd e r p ro mo tio n, tho ug h re a l p o ssib ilitie s within sp e c ific  

situa tio ns

9. De ve lopme nt of EHD as far as partic ipants & popularity are  

c onc e rne d

24 g ro wing

4 sta b ilising

3 d e c line

10. Global asse ssme nt – e dition 2008 

still a  lo t o f mile a g e  in EHD
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