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Theme: Repurposing Churches

That churches can lose their function and be repurposed is
nothing new. Apart from well-known historical cases such
as the Hagia Sophia in Istanbul, a number of recent exam-
ples from the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and East
Germany show how the conversion of houses of worship
for purposes ranging from dwellings to offices to cultural
venues has been going on since the 1970s. Yet the past
twenty years have seen this same development in Ger-
many take on a very different dynamic. The situation and
its causes have been widely analysed and a wealth of expe-
rience gained, both in how best to handle the loss of func-
tion and in the churches’ secular repurposing, demolition
or transfer to a different religious community. There have
also been several scholarly publications and conferences
dedicated to this specific theme. Hence our sense that it is
time to take stock.

The most interesting examples are those that have
proved their worth over many years, that is to say, that are
economically sustainable and show respect for the church
as a historical monument, even to the point of departing
from the full scope usually pertaining to their new func-
tion, be it a day-care centre, columbarium or concert hall.
The church interiors also warrant special attention since
they inevitably beg the question: How might they be pre-
served in situ and in their original context? Or will we be
left with empty shells or warehouses for the unsellable
remains, as envisioned in Denys Arcand’s Les Invasions
barbares of 2003?
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In addition to case studies and overviews, we are also
looking for discussions of how the process of repurpos-
ing should be prepared and overseen: How can all those
affected be involved in the process right from the start
and in such a way that good solutions are found? Which
urban-planning and sociological dimensions have to be
borne in mind? Which general conditions might need ad-
justment? What should be the role of the state — besides
overseeing the preservation of historical monuments — if
even the non-Christian majority of society regards these
buildings as landmarks?

Also worthy of consideration as a source of ideas and
inspiration would be the situation abroad.

Please submit your brief exposés to the editorial board by
17 May 2023.
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