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"Ukraine is not just a neighboring country, but it constitutes an 
integral part of the history, culture, and spiritual space of the 
Russian Empire"

21 February 2022



A full-scale war against the !
!

 Ukrainian nation, statehood, !
!

and its identity.



Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine: 
identity at gunpoint



A multi-faceted attack on heritage as a carrier 
of identity



A multi-faceted attack on heritage: deliberate 
destruction and plunder.

Destroyed Arkhip Kuindzhi Museum in Mariupol, 
April 28, 2022. Source: Associated Press.

Photos of artworks taken from the Kherson Art Museum, 
which were transported and unloaded at the Central 
Museum in occupied Crimea, 11/4/2022.



A multi-faceted attack on heritage as a carrier 
of diversity

Destroyed church in Kisielivka, source: Missionary 
Benedictine Sisters

Drobytsky Yar, Kharkiv, source: Tomasz 
Grzywaczewski



"If we talk about the impact of war on archaeological her itage... in 
the broadest sense of the word, it can be characterized as  

catastrophic." !
!

    Serhii Telizhenko, Institute of Archaeology of the National Academy of 
Sciences of Ukraine (NASU)



The role of heritage and culture during war: a 
source of strength, resilience and resistance
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Poland's Solidarity

"Warsaw Uprising Ð bombing of the Prudential 
building by German troops on August 28, 1944.

Explosion in a residential building in Mariupol Ð 
March 11, 2022.$





Inventorying of cultural heritage losses !
in the Chernihiv and Kherson oblasts. !



CULTURAL CRIMES IN UKRAINE SINCE FEBRUARY THE 24TH, 2022$
$¥Acts of the cultural genocide in Ukraine since 2022: the 
systematic and deliberate destruction of specific 
categories of cultural heritage or institutions which are 
supposed to determine the Ukrainian identity and 
distinctiveness.
¥As for October 2024: 1179 historical monuments of 
various categories and 2109 cultural infrastructure facilities 
have been registered on the lists of cultural losses by 
Ukrainian Ministry of Culture and Information policy.
¥457 damage incidents verified by UNESCO so far.



POLISH CPP SPECIALISTS IN IRAQ AND AFGHANISTAN 

¥ 2003-08: CPP specialists of the Ministry of Culture attached to CIMIC 
structures of the Polish Military Contingent (Coalition Forces, Multinational 
Division Central-South) in Central Iraq.

¥ 2010-11: civil experts join the Polish Military Contingent in Ghazni, Afghanistan 
(ISAF Task Force White Eagle).

¥ Activities aimed at cataloguing and assessing cultural property at risk (including 
aerial reconnaissance and satellite monitoring), safeguarding endangered 
archaeological sites and rebuilding museums infrastructure, technical support for 
local heritage management personnel, advisory and education within military 
structures, countering illegal export of movable cultural property.

¥ ãReport on the current condition of the Babylon archaeological siteÓ (2004). A 
catalogue of cultural property of Ghazni province (2010) included into Afghan 
Heritage Mapping database.



UKRAINIAN HERITAGE RESCUE PROJECT

¥A joint project of field registration of cultural losses in Ukraine under 
Russian full-scale military invasion.

¥Launched by the Ministry of Culture and Information Policy (UA) and 
the National Institute of Cultural Heritage (PL) on thee basis of 
Memorandum on Cooperation signed on 23rd May, 2023.

¥Cooperation with several partners in Ukraine: Institute of Archaeology of 
the Ukrainian National Academy of Sciences in Kiyv, Department of 
Culture in Chernihiv, Regional Inspectorate for the Protection of 
Historical and Cultural Sites Kherson, National Kiev-Pechersk Historical 
and Cultural Preserve, Truth Hounds, Rescue Archaeological Service 
Lviv, Kiyv Scientific Research Institute of Forensic Expertise.%

¥Total number of team members or collaborators: 30, days spent on the 
ground in Ukraine: 70 up to now.



UKRAINIAN HERITAGE RESCUE $
PROJECT: APPROACH

¥ The concept : an interdisciplinary and non-invasive approach, preservation by 
record (ad hoc protection through recording current state of preservation).

¥ Competences : previous PolandÕs experiences from Iraq and Afghanistan.

¥ Advanced technologies used for preliminary prospection and the highest 
accuracy recording.

¥Interoperability : exchange of information between the project and other heritage 
sector actors such as UNESCO, NGOs and Ukrainian governmental agencies.

¥ Data management : planned implementing digital application for transferring 
information from the field and geospatial database of cultural heritage losses of 
surveyed areas.

¥ Information security : some data of the sensitive nature need a relevant 
protection against unauthorized access.
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UKRAINIAN HERITAGE RESCUE PROJECT: LONG-TERM OBJECTIVES$

¥ Capacity building : to train a team of Ukrainian specialists for conducting independent 
work on behalf of the KyivÕs Ministry of Culture, to build a cooperation network in 
Ukraine and abroad.

¥ Field testing : to analyze the effectiveness of the methodology for regular military 
conflict environment and formulate more universal procedures that would be adapted to 
the Central European operation theatre.

¥ Lesson learned : to acquire experience that would be a guideline on developing a new 
concept of protecting PolandÕs cultural heritage in the event of armed conflicts.



UKRAINIAN HERITAGE RESCUE $
PROJECT: LOCATION$

The program currently realized in two oblasts: Chernihiv and 
Kherson, selected due to the following criteria:

¥ Abundant and diversified local cultural heritage with the 
representative categories.

¥ Particularly intense land fighting, building earth 
fortifications, heavy shelling and other destructive factors.

¥ A confirmed temporary occupation by Russian troops.

¥ Accessibility by land, relatively stable military situation in 
the area.

¥ Ongoing access to information on the current security 
status, established communication line with AFU/SBU.



 Historic religious buildings: 13
 Other historic buildings: 31
 Contemporary sacred buildings: 4
 Archaeological sites: 13
 Museums & archives: 5
 Libraries & other cultural infrastructure: 10
 Memorials, cemeteries & street furniture: 14
 Park complexes: 1

 Historic religious buildings: 8
 Other sacred buildings: 64
 Archaeological sites: 22
 Museums & archives: 4
 Libraries & other cultural infrastructure: 10
 Memorials, cemeteries & street furniture: 12

KHERSON OBLAST AS FOR 02NOV2024 

! Identified damage incidents: 234 

! Recording at various stage: 14

CHERNIHIV OBLAST AS FOR 20SEP2024: 

! Identified damage incidents: 88 

! Recording at various stages: 36

UKRAINIAN HERITAGE RESCUE PROJECT: 
1ST STAGE



UKRAINIAN HERITAGE RESCUE PROJECT: PREPARATORY WORKS$
¥ Resource research : official heritage registers and ãMonument PassportsÓ, damage reports, media and other 

open sources information, direct touch with local administration.

¥ Preliminary prospection : aimed at initial evaluation of damage and preparing documentation schedule.

¥ Analysis of satellite imagery acquired from military and  commercial sources : the pre- and post-warfare 
status.



¥ Basic level of record includes the ârapid assessmentÕ forms, photo inventory 
as well as technical evaluations for specific categories of cultural property 
(archaeological site, historical architecture etc.).

¥ Significant role of 3D photogrammetry and laser scanning (substantive 
supervision by the Digitalization Centre of Competence).

UKRAINIAN HERITAGE RESCUE PROJECT: 
RECORDING



¥ Cooperation with the prosecution specialists, collecting evidence for the investigation of war crimes 
against Ukrainian culture.

¥ On-the-spot collected eyewitness accounts.

¥ Analysis of satelite images reveals a broader context of the incident.

¥ Specialized ballistic analyses of in situ preserved ammunition or impact effects.

¥ Classification: 54 categories of damage factors of a military or civilian or nature, strict criteria for 
classifying the damage degree and the level of required intervention.

UKRAINIAN HERITAGE RESCUE PROJECT: 
INVESTIGATION



UKRAINIAN HERITAGE RESCUE PROJECT: 
A PERPETRATION

 Intentional: 11
 Alleged intentional: 2
 Unintended or no data: 5

RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS, CHERNIHIV OBLAST

 Intentional: 8
 Alleged intentional: 0
 Unintended or no data: 1

LIBRARIES AND COMMUNITY CENTRES, KHERSON OBLAST

¥ The alleged military necessity (as defined by humanitarian law), the incidents of collateral damage or 
the acts of intentional destruction of sensitive soft-targets (so-called weaponization) are to be either 
verified or excluded.

¥ At the curent stage of work: for ca. 20 cases it appears possible to identify potential accountabillity of 
specific individuals, military units or perpetrators through the chain of command.

¥ The high proportion of confirmed or alleged performative acts against particular categories of heritage 
or cultural infrastructure.



¥ As the landscape dominant elements, burial mounds (kurgans) and historical hillforts are perfect 
locations for improvised shelters, artillery posts or other field fortifications, while several archaeological 
sites are off-limits due to deliberate mining or UXOs.

¥ Kurgan burial sites of Kherson oblast (Mala Oleksandryvka, Velyka Olekssandryvka, Davydiv Brid, 
Andryivka), Sednev cemetery and Oster medieval hillfort (Chernihiv oblast).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES



THE KURGAN SITE OF DAVYDIV BRID, KHERSON 
OBLAST

KHN-108 16SEP2017  DAVYDIV BRID KURGAN SITE  
47¡12'56.9"N 33¡11'22.3ÓE  PHR1 PANSHARP

KHN-108  19SEP2022  DAVYDIV BRID KURGAN SITE  
47¡12'56.9"N 33¡11'22.3ÓE  PHRNEO PANSHARP



THE KURGAN SITE OF DAVYDIV BRID, KHERSON 
OBLAST



¥ The independence of the Church of Ukraine perceived in Moscow as an act of hostility against the unity 
of Orthodoxy. Destroying churches prevents believers from participating in their religious practices.

¥ Several churches of Chernihiv shelled during the siege of the city in March 2022: Preobrazensky Sobor, 
St. Katherine church, Yelets Monastery.

¥ Church of the Ascension in Lukashivka (Chernihiv oblast) turned into ammunition depot and then 
devastated in the course of fightings in the village.

¥ Church of the Dormition in Nova Bykiv (Chernihiv oblast) targeted with hand fire arms.

CHURCHES AND OTHER SACRAL BUILDINGS



¥ Ukrainian language considered by the Kremlin propaganda as a tool of Kiev's cultural oppression 
against Russian-speaking citizens.

¥ Confirmed reports from occupied territories on task forces that confiscated books on the 
contemporary history of Ukraine or StalinÕs genocide.

¥ Several public libraries become targets of direct or ranged attacks (of either intentional or collateral 
nature): Regional Youth Library and Korolenko Regional Scientific Library in Chernihiv, a communal 
library in Vysokopylia (Kherson oblast).

PUBLIC LIBRARIES



¥ Cultural institutions as strongly embedded in local communities play the crucial role for cultivating 
intangible traditions. ãCultural superiorityÓ of Russia and the official vision of Ukrainian culture as 
secondary and depreciated. 

¥ Several ãhouses of cultureÓ in the northern part of Kherson area (Liubymivka, Davydiv Brid, 
Kalynivske, Vysokopylia, Bobrovyi Kult) and near Chernihiv (Ivanivka) intentionally devastated or 
burnt in 2022.

¥ A precise rocket attack destroyed Regional Music-Dramatic Theater in Chernihiv (August 2023).

COMMUNITY CENTRES (âHOUSES OF CULTUREÕ) 
AND THEATRES



¥ Several causes of typical unjustified acts of warÕs vandalism caused by Russian troops: Memorial of 
Great Patriotic War in Liubymivka (Kherson oblast), Avenue of the Heroes at the Yatsevo cemetery 
(Chernihiv), Red Army soldiersÕ mass grave in Kyinka, memorial to the burned village in Pisky 
(Chernihiv oblast).

¥ Dismantling and removal of 4 monuments in Kherson city, including the statues of Count Potemkin and 
Marshal Suvorov. Justified by occupational administration as an alleged evacuation of Russian 
dispersed heritage and safeguarding against potential damage that might be caused by warfare.  .

MEMORIAL PLACES 
(MONUMENTS, CEMETERIES)





Awareness of Destruction. !



The Need for Multi-Level$
 $
Engagement and Coordination.$



Shifting Paradigms of Protection: $
$
The Crucial Role of Documentation.$



$
$
Incorporating Heritage as Part of Security.$



$
$
The Key Role of Collaborative Networks and the $
$
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Quality principles:
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Skills and competences:
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Reconstruction and recovery in the field of culture:
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PRIORITY AREA 1 $
Ð Recognising the value of cultural heritage$
$
PRIORITY AREA 2 $
Ð Risk management and preparedness$
$
PRIORITY AREA 3$
Ð Documentation, monitoring and data collection$
$
PRIORITY AREA 4 $
Ð Recovery of cultural heritage$



Recovery of cultural Heritage - recommendations for immediate action: $
$
The expert group recommends that the European Union do the following:$
$
Provide support to institutions and organisations involved in the protection and recovery of cultural heritage, in particular damage and risk assessment and early recovery planning, by 
providing them with the following. $
$
a) Necessary methodologies and equipment, software and conservation tools used in laboratories and workshops and other resources specific to the needs of the institutions. $
b) Services for the non-invasive assessment of building preservation, in areas including but not limited to advanced non-destructive techniques and methods to evaluate construction 
safety and building material condition and to prepare technical reports. The data gathered from these assessments is used to determine the necessary interventions for the building.$
 c) Education and certification (including the recognition and validation of competences) of cultural heritage professionals, using international best practices and European standards.$
 d) Knowledge and practice in preserving cultural heritage assets, through collaboration with leading experts and studying best international practices. This involves advancing the 
understanding of traditional techniques, materials and tools and enhancing them with the latest conservation and restoration methods.



New technologies: !
!
The use of new, innovative and sustainable technologies will contribute to a higher-quality recovery.$
$
Invest in the digital transformation of the cultural heritage sector, allowing all cultural institutions, sites and communities to provide digital data about their heritage, 
from collections to buildings to cultural practices, etc.$
$
Promote the continuous collection of data on tangible and intangible cultural heritage and the creation of databases, provide equitable access to these databases in 
line with existing international requirements and develop the necessary digital infrastructure.$
$
Consider developing complete and up-to-date (digital) inventories and documentation (e.g. through the scanning of analogue sources and the use of digital mapping 
technologies in accordance with international standards).$



Thank you for your attention!


