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The European Heritage Legal Forum (EHLF) was founded in 2008 following the
EHHF annual meeting held in Copenhagen, Denmark. The Heads agreed in their
Final Statement to the creation of a sub-committee to improve their capacity for
early identification of EU legislation which may cause a potential threat to cultural
heritage. A forum of legal experts and policy officers appointed by the national
competent authorities was subsequently formed which reports to the EHHF.

The mission of the EHLF is to ensure that relevant information on the development
and potential consequences of proposed legislation developed by the European
Union is circulated in a timely manner to heritage state authorities. In addition to this
monitoring task, the EHLF may make recommendations to the EHHF for revised
wording of the draft legislation and possible exemptions for cultural heritage.

The EHLF operational guidelines were reviewed in 2019 in Ber ‘ “"man
Heritage Legal Forum gathers once or twice a year in averag"’-’z‘-“f—"—fT """
chaired by Ms. Tove l|hler (Norway). For the period 2023- 2"' 2 {?w_fg _}‘_\‘E
nominated a new secretariat composed of Vera Ameels (Belgiqr S cek
Buonaventura Brudnicki (Poland), Juha Maapera (Finland) and Marye.. Zruz
(Spain).
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Good morning everyone,

| am writing again to share 'catch of the week' new EU - initiatives from the EUR- LEX - platform. Please have a look to secure we do not miss anything crucial: https://eur-

lex.europa.eu/homepage.html | am on my way to Trondheim and the plenarymeeting in CEN Europa, and will send this before we reach bad wifi — connection, please for details
do not hesitate to contact me or any of the EHLF - members.

First off, a report from the Commission to the Parliament on EU Climate Action Progress Report 2024, where heritage is mentioned:

Climate change poses significant risks to infrastructure and the built environment, including threats to cultural heritage. Assets need to be designed today to withstand the
climate and weather of tomorrow. Risks are manageable if they are properly addressed, and it is essential to work on several aspects in parallel. Spatial planning for land and
water needs to include resilience considerations for infrastructure and the built environment. Further efforts to green the infrastructure will help, because green elements (e.g.
green roofs, rain gardens and permeable pavements) can help to manage storm waters and reduce the impact of floods. Please see https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2024%3A498%3AFIN&qid=1730707004321 if relevant to you.

Next, the approval of the assessment of the recovery and resilience plan for Italy, where numerous initiatives to secure heritage is mentioned. | hope this can inspire several
countries. Interesting read: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:52024PC0509&qid=1730707004321



2. CIRCULATE IN TIMELY MATTER -Alerts

Sent by email from your secretary in
Brussels ( Thank you Juliette -
Welcome, Manu!)

Contains suggested actions
performed according to
Memberstates mandate. TAXONOMY

Please read / react to ensure effect
and |mpaCt on EU IEnglatlon EHLF alert to the Heads— with suggested action



Alerts sent you
in 2024

e Creosote
e Lead

e Taxonomy
« EPBD

e Please inform/ include
ongoing EU —work in EHLF to
benefit all member states
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LEAD RHETORIC

This memo is based on input from the restoration centre at Nidaros Cathedral (NDR) and the
Norwegian Directorate for Cultural Heritages working group on these matters. The statement is
supported by the Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage Research (NIKU).

Businesses and institutions using lead are already subject to strict regulations, which are there to
safeguard both public health, workers health and the environment.

The current regulations for handling of lead are perceived as strict, correct, and well enforced.

It is important to maintain strong legislation and follow-up when it comes to substances that are
harmful to health and to the environment. It is also right to ban the use of lead in given contexts,
where there are perfectly good alternatives. Likewise, it is important to follow new developments in
alternatives to lead.

However, a total ban with an Authorization — process will place a too much of a workload and an
economic challenge to the SME's handling lead in their traditional craft. A ban on lead will thus affect
important parts of our cultural heritage, of our traditional crafts and potentially wipe out at least one
entire professional field; the stain glass restorers and artists. Cultural Heritage crafts in other fields
will also be affected, such as traditional roofing (esp. medieval buildings with complex detailing),
maritime cultural heritage and industrial cultural heritage.

It will certainly vary how regulations is followed up at each individual company, but within businesses,
we find mandatory follow-up of every individual craftsman who works with lead with annual blood



EU INITIATIVE TO
WORRY ABOUT...

Taxonomy:

Historic buildings less attractive to
upgrade and invest in

Criteria for purchase: A or amongst
the 15%

Please see details in the alert sent
you through secretariat — we need
to act together




To which companies does the EU Taxonomy apply?

The EU Taxonomy is linked to the obI_i?ation for non-financial reporting under the CSR Directive Implementation Act (CSR-RUG) or the Corporate Sustainability
ReportinP Directive (CSRD), which will replace the Non-Financial Reporting Directive (NEFRD) in the future. Both regulations follow the objective of the Green
Deal and have the following key goals:

1. Reorient capital flows to sustainable investments
2. Establish sustainability as a component of risk management
3. Encourage long-term investment and economic activity

Is the EU Taxonomy mandatory for my company? And if so, from when does the EU Taxonomy apply? This is what manﬁ/ companies ask themselves. The EU
Taxonomy considers different circumstances and obligations for different economic actors. These are divided into the following groups:

—

. Large public-interest companies already subject to the NFRD

2. All large companies that are not presently subject to the NFRD, meeting two out of three CSRD criteria: a) on average 250+ employees, b) balance sheet of
EUR 25,000,000+, c) net turnover of EUR 50,000,000+ _ _ _
Note: Since December 2023, new thresholds for balance sheet and net turnover have applied for all company sizes; see updated list above.

3. Listed SMEs and other undertakings

4. chinaEnl(J:iaI market participants, including occupational pension providers, that offer and distribute financial products in the EU (including those from outside
e

5. {%rafti:7 I\llgn-EU companies with a net turnover over EUR 150,000,000 in the EU, if they have at least one subsidiary or branch in the EU and exceed certain
resholds

However, companies of any size can use the EU Taxonomy on a voluntary basis to show investors and
stakeholders in Peneral whether they are carrying out or planning sustainable activities. Disclosure on the EU
Taxonomy is only mandatory for companies that fall within the scope of the NFRD/CSRD.


https://envoria.com/insights-news/csr-directive-implementation-act-csr-rug-at-a-glance
https://envoria.com/insights-news/all-you-need-to-know-about-the-corporate-sustainability-reporting-directive-csrd
https://envoria.com/insights-news/all-you-need-to-know-about-the-corporate-sustainability-reporting-directive-csrd
https://envoria.com/insights-news/all-you-need-to-know-about-the-corporate-sustainability-reporting-directive-csrd
https://envoria.com/insights-news/all-you-need-to-know-about-the-corporate-sustainability-reporting-directive-csrd
https://envoria.com/insights-news/non-financial-reporting-directive-nfrd-the-most-important-facts
https://envoria.com/insights-news/sizes-for-corporations-affected-by-csrd-and-eu-taxonomy-officially-adjusted
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Is your country: Look at our sucessstory EPBD

represented? — still needs follow - up
Is your ,EU . New dark skies - taxonomy
regulation

work included
In the forum?

Need new and old heroes!
Solidary work




