


Taskforce on Economy & Statistics

June 2023 hybrid meeting in Vienna: how do deal with existing 
(ESPON) studies and what could be new topics (climate change, green 
footprint, life-cycle)  

Concrete output: to create a satellite account for material cultural 
heritage (ESPON and EUROSTAT)



HERMES Material Cultural Heritage Satelitte Account – Methodological Framwork

Contracted by ESPON

76.000 €

Contractor: TECNALIA Research & Innovation (ES)

Lifetime: September 2024 – March 2025



Satellite Account

ESPON „The drafting of SA is […] becoming more and more mainstream within the 
national accounts system, as a means to highlight sectors or activities which are not 
readily visible in the current system as well as to complement the System of 
National Accounts (SNA) with new statistics. […] provide an expanded perspective 
on a particular sector, group of products or activity”

“The ESPON EGTC intends to submit the developed material cultural heritage satellite 
account methodology to Eurostat for endorsement and further action among national 
statistical institutes. […]. In addition, the EGTC also intends to submit the developed 
methodology to the European Heritage Heads Forums’ (EHHF) Task Force on Economy 
and Statistics with an expectation that the Heads would facilitate its promotion among 
cultural heritage professionals.”



Expected Results: “A report detailing the methodology of the material cultural 
heritage satellite account

A stakeholder consultation (with National Statistical Institutes, Eurostat, etc.) to 
validate the proposed methodology on material cultural heritage satellite 
account”

Two stakeholder consultations: 21st November and 17th December



ESPON // Preliminary stakeholders’ consultation meeting

Overall objectives of the project

621/11/2024

Develop a methodological framework for the Material Cultural Heritage Satellite Account to 
demonstrate the contribution of cultural heritage to the economy 

▪ Build upon existing conceptual framework

▪ Retain the basic concepts of the central framework

▪ Reflect main and secondary activities of the sector

▪ Define empirical references

▪ Define tailored measuring approaches 

▪ Validate partial and final results with stakeholders 



ESPON // Preliminary stakeholders’ consultation meeting 721/11/2024

A Step-by-Step Approach



ESPON // Preliminary stakeholders’ consultation meeting

Delimitation of the sector and its economic activities

821/11/2024

Identification / Recognition

Preservation / Safeguarding

Transmission / Engagement

Use / Trade
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Figure: HERMES’ adaptation of the value chain model to the material cultural heritage sector



ESPON // Preliminary stakeholders’ consultation meeting

Measurement approach

921/11/2024

• HERMES SA contemplates the development of the following 
accounts for the MCH sector: 

• Production account 

• Generation of income account 

• Our proposal is to reflect the entirety of the main and secondary activities of the characteristic 

branches of the sector (which will be identified and justified), as well as all the secondary activities 

of the rest of the branches of activity (non-characteristic) in the characteristic products of the sector 

(also subject to prior identification). 

• Additionally, activities from non-characteristic branches but linked to Cultural Material Heritage will 

be considered (for example cultural tourism).



2nd stakeholder consultations on 17th December 9.30 – 12.30 ECT

Technical questions and questions of available data, “design”

Contact to National Statistic Institutes?

2025: implementation and evaluation of the output – physical meeting?

Next steps: 



Thank you!

paul.mahringer@bda.gv.at

Tecnalia/stakeholder consultation: alessandra.gandini@tecnalia.com 


