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COUNCIL OF EUROPE

CONSEIL DE 'EUROPE

European Treaty Series - No. 66

European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage

London, 6.V.1969

The member States of the Council of Europe, signatory hereto,

Considering that the aim of the Council of Europe is to achieve a greater unity between its
members for the purpose, in particular, of safeguarding and realising the ideals and principles
which are their common heritage;

Having regard to the European Cultural Convention, signed at Paris on 19 December 1954,
and, inter alia, Article 5 of that Convention;

Affirming that the archaeological heritage is essential to a knowledge of the history of
civilisations;

Recognising that while the moral responsibility for protecting the European archaeological
heritage, the earliest source of European history, which is seriously threatened with
destruction, rests in the first instance with the State directly concerned, it is also the concern
of European States jointly;

Considering that the first step towards protecting this heritage should be to apply the most
stringent scientific methods to archaeological research or discoveries, in order to preserve
their full historical significance and render impossible the irremediable loss of scientific
information that may result from illicit excavation;

Considering that the scientific protection thus guaranteed to archaeological objects:

a would be in the interests, in particular, of public collections, and

b would promote a much-needed reform of the market in archaeological finds;

Considering that it is necessary to forbid clandestine excavations and to set up a scientific
control of archaeological objects as well as to seek through education to give to
archaeological excavations their full scientific significance,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

For the purposes of this Convention, all remains and objects, or any other traces of human
existence, which bear witness to epochs and civilisations for which excavations or discoveries

are the main source or one of the main sources of scientific information, shall be considered
as archaeological objects.
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VWDQGDUGYV

CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL
DES MONUMENTS ET DES SITES

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL
ON MONUMENTS AND SITES

CHARTER FOR THE PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL HERITAGE (1990)

Prepared by the International Committee for the Management of Archaeological
Heritage (ICAHM) an approved by the 9th General Assembly in Lausanne in 1990.

INTRODUCTION

It is widely recognised that a knowledge and understanding of the origins and development
of human societies is of fundamental importance to humanity in identifying its cultural and
social roots.

The archaeological heritage constitutes the basic record of past human activities. Its
protection and proper management is therefore essential to enable archaeologists and other
scholars to study and interpret it on behalf of and for the benefit of present and future
generations.

The protection of this heritage cannot be based upon the application of archaeological
techniques alone. It requires a wider basis of professional and scientific knowledge and
skills. Some elements of the archaeological heritage are components of architectural
structures and in such cases must be protected in accordance with the criteria for the
protection of such structures laid down in the 1966 Venice Charter on the Conservation and
Restoration of Monuments and Sites. Other elements of the archaeological heritage
constitute part of the living traditions of indigenous peoples, and for such sites and
monuments the participation of local cultural groups is essential for their protection and
preservation.

For these and other reasons the protection of the archaeological heritage must be based
upon effective collaboration between professionals from many disciplines. It also requires
the co-operation of government authorities, academic researchers, private or public
enterprise, and the general public. This charter therefore lays down principles relating to the
different aspects of archaeological heritage management. These include the responsibilities
of public authorities and legislators, principles relating to the professional performance of
the processes of inventorisation, survey, excavation, documentation, research,
maintenance, conservation, preservation, reconstruction, information, presentation, public
access and use of the heritage, and the qualification of professionals involved in the
protection of the archaeological heritage.

The charter has been inspired by the success of the Venice Charter as guidelines and source
of ideas for policies and practice of governments as well as scholars and professionals.

The charter has to reflect very basic principles and guidelines with global validity. For this
reason it cannot take into account the specific problems and possibilities of regions or
countries. The charter should therefore be supplemented at regional and national levels by
further principles and guidelines for these needs.
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COUNCIL OF EUROPE

CONSEIL DE LEUROPE

European Treaty Series - No. 143

European ponvention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage
(Revised)

Valetta, 16.1.1992

Preamble

The member States of the Council of Europe and the other States party to the European
Cultural Convention signatory hereto,

Considering that the aim of the Council of Europe is to achieve a greater unity between its
members for the purpose, in particular, of safeguarding and realising the ideals and principles
which are their common heritage;

Having regard to the European Cultural Convention signed in Paris on 19 December 1954, in
particular Articles 1 and 5 thereof;

Having regard to the Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe
signed in Granada on 3 October 1985;

Having regard to the European Convention on Offences relating to Cultural Property signed in
Delphi on 23 June 1985;

Having regard to the recommendations of the Parliamentary Assembly relating to archaeology
and in particular Recommendations 848 (1978), 921 (1981) and 1072 (1988);

Having regard to Recommendation No. R (89) 5 concerning the protection and enhancement
of the archaeological heritage in the context of town and country planning operations;

Recalling that the archaeological heritage is essential to a knowledge of the history of
mankind;

Acknowledging that the European archaeological heritage, which provides evidence of
ancient history, is seriously threatened with deterioration because of the increasing number of
major planning schemes, natural risks, clandestine or unscientific excavations and insufficient
public awareness;

Affirming that it is important to institute, where they do not yet exist, appropriate administrative
and scientific supervision procedures, and that the need to protect the archaeological heritage
should be reflected in town and country planning and cultural development policies;

")

The Treaty of Lisbon amending the Treaty on European Union and the Treaty establishing the European
Community entered into force on 1 December 2009. As a consequence, as from that date, any
reference to the European Economic Community shall be read as the European Union.
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Planning Advice

The provision of advice on strategic planning policies (at
regional, unitary, county and district council level) and on
individual planning applications through the development
control process is a key aspect of the work of local
government archaeological services. Whilst legislation
(Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 and
National Heritage Act 1973) affords protection to some
sites, recognised to be of national importance, provision for

the protection and investigation of the majority of
archaeological sites has come about through the
development of planning legislation and the recognition of
archaeology as a material consideration in the planning
process.

Archaeology and development proposals

As a material consideration, planning authorities are required to take archaeology into consideration when
determining planning applications. Planning policy guidance notes set out Government policy on planning
issues and provide guidance to local authorities and others on the operation of the planning system. Local
authority archaeological advisers ('curators') assess the likely archaeological impact of development proposals
and advise an appropriate mitigation strategy where necessary. If you are planning a development which may
affect archaeological remains, it pays to consult your local government archaeologist as early as possible. They
can help by advising on modification of proposals to reduce their archaeological impact.

Archaeology in practice

In some cases it may be necessary for would-be developers to commission archaeological work before or
during development, in accordance with government guidance (in particular National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF - published March 2012. PPS 5 Practice Guide) in England, 'Planning Policy Wales' in
Wales, SPP and PAN 2/2011 in Scotland) and development plans. Such work can take a number of forms:

desk-based assessment is an assessment of the known or potential archaeological resource within a
specified area or site, consisting of a collation of existing written and graphic information in order to
identify the likely character, extent, quality and worth of the known or potential archaeological resource
in a local, regional or national context as appropriate.

field evaluation is a limited programme of non-intrusive and/or intrusive fieldwork aimed at gaining
information about the archaeological resource within a given area or site. This includes the presence or
absence, character and extent, date, integrity, state of preservation and relative quality of
archaeological remains and may involve a variety of investigative techniques, including fieldwalking, trial
trenching and geophysical survey. It enables an assessment of the worth of any archaeological remains
in a local, regional, national or international context and provides the basis for recommendation of
appropriate mitigation strategy. This may comprise full or partial preservation in situ, further
investigation and recording, or the results may merit no further archaeological work.

excavation is the excavation and recording of archaeological evidence which will be unavoidably
destroyed by development. Its purpose is to examine the archaeological resource within a given area or
site within the framework of defined research objectives, to seek a better understanding of and compile
a record of that resource.

a watching brief is a programme of observation and investigation conducted during any operation
carried out for non -archaeological reasons where there is a possibility that archaeological deposits may
be disturbed or destroyed, enabling recording of archaeological evidence which comes to light during the
course of development.

building recording is a programme of work intended to establish the character, history, dating, form
and archaeological development of a specified building or structure, or complex and its setting, including
its buried components. It aims to both seek a better understanding of the structures and enable
formulation of a strategy for their conservation, alteration, demolition, repair or management.

All would be followed by analysis of the results and preparation of a report for the client and deposition of the
archive with a museum. All work should be subject to an agreed written scheme of investigation or project
design.
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learning and teaching
with free, high quality and
dependable digital
resources

Welcome to the new ADS website. There are a number of new
features of the website that will make it easier and more
enjoyable to use. Please read the "About' this site section for
more details. This site works best with the Firefox,Chrome and
Safari browsers. Why not register as a myADS user to take full
advantage of the additional features. On registration these
personal myADS features become available.

Workbook
Using the tools at the bottom of each page save your favourite
resources and regular searches in the myADS Workbook

History
Your recent exploration of the site and the archives is automatically
saved in your myADS History.

Additional services

Registered ADS users can take advantage of a number of additional
myADS services, such as tailored email alerts and download of
configurable results sets
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August 2015: Cumberland and Westmorland A
Transactions

ian and Arch,

q gical Society
ADS and the Cumberiand and Westmorland Antiquarian and Archaeological Society are
pleased to announce the release of the Cumberiand and Westmorland Antiquarian and
Archaeological Society Transactions. The collection contains all of the Transactions
volumes published from 1874 up to 2006, with the years 2007-2014 articles available in
Abstract form. The Cumberiand and Westmoriand Antiquarian and A... more

August 2015: Digital Data Re-use Award 2015

Intemnet Archaeology and the Archaeology Data Service have teamed up to provide an nterr
Award that recognises the outstanding archaeological research being carried out through .
the re-use of digital data. The Digital Data Re-use Award offers archaeological researchers
the chance to promote their work and win the opportunity to publish, free of charge, in the
premier open access journal Internet Archaeo... more

July 2015: Internet Archaeology awarded the Directory of Open Access Journals
Seal

Intemet Archaeology is delighted to announce that they have been awarded the Directory [ﬂ ("} A
of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) Seal. The DOAJ only award the seal to “journals that
adhere to an exceptionally high level of publishing standards and best practice”

July 2015: York to head world-leading digital creativity centre

The University of York is to lead an £18 million Digital Creativity (DC) Hub which aims to
spark a revolution by hamessing cutting edge research in digital games and interactive «© =
media to benefit society. Research will include developing ways to improve engagement . 25>
with digital archives and digital assets for heritage sites and archaeologists!
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3XEOLFDWLRQ 'LVVHPLQODWLRQ"
t &KDQJHV LQ SUDFWLFH FRQWLQOXH WR F
f VVXHV RI FROQOWHQW TXDOLW\ FDQ EH [&=¥

Contractors A-Z
Search reports project in England and Scotland.
VWUHQJIJWKHQLQJ KHULWDJH PDQDJHPH ( - ILQJ
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6LJQL"FDQW FKDOOHQJHV UHPDLQ s
f IXWXUH RI GHYHORSPHQW OHG FOLHQW
P FKDQJLQJ QDWXUH RI DUFKDHRORJLF D O
f GHPRFUDWLVDWLRQ RI UHVHDUFK oS S

t FXUUHQW DSSURDFKHY RIWHQ RQH ZD\ OLF L
VELHQWL"F SURIHVVLRQDO YDOXHV
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SHUFHSWLRQV RI WKH SDVW
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(I WHUQDO GHPDQGY VRFLDO SUHVVXUHYV
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HULWDJH PDOQDJHPHQW SUDFWLFH
RQWLOQXHY WR HYROYH kYjkg<Y Q[GkhjgQl

 JQL"FDQW GHYHORSPHQWY LQFOXGH

tWKH FROWLQOXLQJ LQWHJUDWLRQ
PHUJLQJ RI KHULWDJH LQVWLW X\

IPDMRU FKDQJHY LQ OHJDO IUDPH OgQEKYikg<Y Q[Gkhigs
FGHYHORSPHQW RI PRUH RSHO

SULQFLSOHV IRU WKH FRQ) e<ogfo. | By
PDQDJHPHQW RI KHULWDJF &9k

tLQFUHDVHG H[SHFWDWLRQ IRU __HU |
"RRSHUDWLRQ DQG FRPPXQ 51P1Y R} QI cIpIVkIQIL

EHWZHHQ GLIHUHQW "HOGV

YQZ<jl
0]kgQhZ Q[Gkh EP<[OI

[PQQU][ZI]]

g Q] <(



&KDQJLQJ FRQWH[W - e oo~

What We Do

ODQDJHPHQW IUDPHZRUNY DUH FKDQJLQ e T

FKDQJLQJ SUDFWLFH £ TG i
7KLV UHTXLUHV - —
f PDNLQJ UHVXOWY RI LQYHVWLJIDWLR Qeritsgez020

Heritage2020 is a major cross-sector collaboration initiative being delivered under the auspices of

t VHEXULQJ PD[LPXP YDOXH IURP SULY D)t storcnionmen roum
LOQYHVWLIJDWLRQV WR HQVXUH LQIR U P| @i smaromen

The Heritage 2020 framework sets out how heritage organisations across England can work together in the coming years to add

D F F - V V L E O H value to the work of individual bodies. The new initiative, which follows on from the National Heritage Protection Plan from 1

April 2015, has five key themes: discovery, identification and understanding; constructive conservation and sustainable
management; public engagement; capacity building; and advocacy. Key strategic priorities are identified which will be taken
forward through working groups linked with each theme.

:1: H [W I Q G L Q \J M R L Q W Z R U N L Q J Z L W K K L \] Thiesiriitiative s being l&d on biehalf of the Historic EnvirGRment Forur by D Mike Heyworth, Director of the Couneil foF British J R U

Archaeology. He is keen to engage a wide variety of partners in developing the collaborative framework: “A key aim of Heritage
W R ) G G U H V V V W l l D W H J L F D G l ' R W 2020 is to demonstrate how partnership working can add value and lead to the delivery of key outcomes which will enhance the
understanding, protection, and enjoyment of the historic environment in England. We would welcome all offers of support and
engagement to help take this initiative forward over the coming five years".
1: H [ W —I Q G L Q J l ' H V S R Q V L E O L W \ I Q l | l ' H V The framework is available in draft. Comments are invited to help shape the final document and strategic priorities which will be
— formally published in spring 2015. Please send through any comments on the draft by 5 January 2015 to the Heritage 2020 team
N R Z O H G J H V K D l | L J W Q D W L Q D O via The Heritage Alliance office, Clutha House, 10 Storeys Gate, London SW1P 3AY.
g g g g You can contact the team leading the initiative via email at heritage2020@theheritagealliance.org.uk.
f FUHDVLQJ SXEOLF DFFHVV WR NQR Zp
]

LQ WKH 9DOOHWWD &RQYHQWLROQ
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&KDQJLQJ REMHFWL

ORYLQJ DZD\ IURP SURWHFWLRQ

&RXQFLO RI (XURSH IRFXV RQ +XPDQ L
IDZ DQG 'HPRFUDF\

SURPRWLQJ GLYHUVLW\ DQG GLDORJXF
KHULWDJH WR IRVWHU D VHQVH RI LGH

PXWXDO XQGHUVWDQGLQJ ZLWKLQ DC
FRPPXQLWLHYV

THQODUJHG FURVYVY GLVFLSOLQDU\ DS
FRQFHSW RI D FRPPRQ (XURSHDQ KH

IDVVHUWY WKH SULQFLSOH RI HYHU\
DFFHVV WR WKH FXOWXUDO KHULWD

1 ZKLOH UHVSHFWLQJ FXOWXUDO GLY
I UHHGRPYVY RI RWKHUYV

+HULWDJH EHORQJY WR HYHU\RQH EXW L

PHPF




&KDQJLQJ REMHFWLYHV

L OQWHJUDWHG KHULWDJH FRQVHUYDWLRQ PDQDJHPHQW ZLWK
DQ HPSKDVLV RQ VRFLDO DQG FXOWXUDO DVSHFWYV DQG

VXVWDLQDEOH GHYHORSPHQW
JORUHQFH /DQGVFDSH &RQYHQWLROQ
tSXEOLF DVSLUDWLRQV DQG RZQHUVKLS
+tSXEOLF SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ GHFLVLRQ PDNLQJ
)DUR JUDPHZRUN &RQYHQWLRQ
tYDOXHY EDVHG DSSURDFK
tLQGLYLGXDO FROOHFWLYH UHVSROQ

IHYHU\RQH V ULJKW RI DFFHVV WR W Kess
Rl WKHLU FKRLFH

TUHVSHFWLQJ WKH ULJKWY DQG ITUHH(
FXOWXUDO GLYHUVLW\

IN A CHANGING SOCIETY

Building on a decade
of advancement
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