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The climate challenge



Changing events in a changing climate

• Rising sea levels

• Melting glaciers

• Floods

• Storms

• Landslides

• Desertification

• Soil chemistry – 
modifications

• Ocean acidification

• Extreme temperatures

• Changing rain patterns

• Wind – increase in strength &
frequency

• More frequent & stronger extreme 
weather events

• Frost cycles - changes

• Salt cycles - changes

• Migration of new biological species



Effects on heritage
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Main effects on UNESCO 

World Heritage Sites 





Is sea level rise the 

elephant in the room?

Mediterranean coastal 

UNESCO sites 
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Insights – leading to 

actions?



Traditional knowledge and 
modern scientific means to 

formulate 
Policy and Strategy





A look at one article from 
the Valletta Convention and 

preservation of 
archaeological sites



Article 4 
Each Party undertakes to implement measures for the 
physical protection of the archaeological heritage, making 
provision, as circumstances demand: 
i for the acquisition or protection by other appropriate 
means by the authorities of areas intended to constitute 
archaeological reserves; 
ii for the conservation and maintenance of the 
archaeological heritage, preferably in situ; 
iii for appropriate storage places for archaeological 
remains which have been removed from their original 
location



Questions to ponder



Do we promote in situ preservation regardless of 
climate change?

Does recommendation 4 ii of the Valletta Convention 
need to be reviewed? 
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Thank you !
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